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ComMoNWEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS. 
InSENATE, May o) 1787. 


RDERED, That Cotton Tufts, “Sof ofiah Thatcher 
and Elijab Dwight, Eq’ rs.. be, a'Committee 
to wait on the Reverend Mr. Lyman, and thank 
him, in the name of the Senate, for the SERmMon 


delivered by him this day, before his Excellency 


therGovernour, the Council, and the two branches 


» of the General Court ; and alfo to requeft of hi 


a copy for the prefs. 
Atteft. 


SAMUEL COOPER, Clerk. 
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ROMANS, cuap. XII. VERSE 4, firft clanfe. 
For he is the Minifter of Gov to thee for good. 


j is the appropriate privilege of chriftianity, to 
afford doétrines and precepts adapted to the 
circumftances of all characters of men, Other 
fyftenis of inorality are partial in their inftruc- 
tions,’ deficiént in motives, and erroneous in the 
maxims of human life. But the author of our 
faith hath grounded * our obligations upon a ra- 
tional foundation, excited us to duty by fuitable 
and efficient motives, and extended his inftru@ions 
to every clafs of men. ‘With equal regards he re- 
fpects the wife and the noble, the uninftruéted and 
him of low degree. To render his fyftem the 
more beneficial, he has appointed minifters to ex- 
plain its principles, and inculcate his faving doc- 
trines upon men of all degrees ; to vindicate and 
magnify his inftitutions before Kings, and to - 
preach the gofpel to the poor. 


ANY 


Es 

Awp this is the minifter’s happinefs, that he is 
ready furnifhed with inftructions fuited to every 
auditory before whom he may fpeak. All men 
necd inftruction, to be prompted to the difcharge 
of their fupreme obligations to God, and their re- 
lative obligations to each other. And this is their 
common privilege, that the blefled Jefus by his 
written word and preached gofpel, provides for 
all a portion in due feafon. 


Tux. words felected for the bafis of a difcourfe 
upon the prefent occafion, contain inftruction for 
rulers ; 3 to point them to the origin of their power 
and the ufe they fhould make of i ae They _ com- 
prize a a leffon equally ufeful. to | fabjects ; how to 
condnee themfelves i in relation to. their rulers, and 
what views to entertain of their authority. 


SHouLD the Preacher conform himfelf to the 
text, and place to view the folemn importance of 
it, the prefent occafion might be richly profitable 
to this great affem ibly. May. that Divine Teacher, 
coho fpake as. never man fpake, by. the aids of his 
Spirit, affift the Preacher. to find cut acceptable « words 
and the words of truth aia fobernefs.; to recommend 
his doctrines in their purity and power to his fer- 
vants, now convened to learn the law in_his 


fanctuary. 
Lor. 
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Our &rft enquiry is, Who is this minifter ofGod ? 
The context informs us, that be is the civil riagi if 
trate, called in a preceding paflage, the higher 


powers, fince the magiftrate is raifed in the com- 
‘Munity to a Ration ‘above his’ brethren, and in- 


trufted with authority ‘to govern others, by’ or- 
daining and éxectiting laws for the common ‘good. 
That magiftrates | ‘are defignated by ‘the Apottle, 
appears: ‘from his ’ ‘terming ‘them, Rulers who are 
viet @ terror to good works, but'to thé evil ; ‘they atc 
‘appointed to fupport good ' morals and punith vice. 


And this part of ‘the defcription agrees with ‘the — 


civil magiftrate, He is a revenger to exechte wrath 
upon him that doth. evil : Andas ami acknowledge. 
ment of his fervices and. dignity,be receives tribute. 
Itis thus evident. from the Apoftle’s calling him 
the Hi igher Powers, the Ruler and the Revenger, that 
the civil magiftrate is intended by ; the minifter of ( God. 
‘In fpeaking upon this fubjed, four, general PEP” 
4 pois will merit our attention, viz. 
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‘dei ee: civil authority is of divine | ee tion. 
Phat civil authority is inftitated ‘for the 


‘ pie of the pdople in general, and for the benefit 
_of.the church of Chrift: in-particular. . 


Ml. What “meafures mutt’ the: civil authority 
“purfue to anfwer the end of their inftitution a 
i A 4 


¢ 
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IV. What are the obligations of fubjects to the 
civil authority ? 


1, Civil authority is of Divine inftitution. 
He is the min ifter of God. 


Order is Heaven’ 5 fief law. Without it the 
gracious defigns of the Creator cannot be accom- 
plifhed. He has made his creatures of various 
powers and degrees ; rifing by an eafy and happy 
gradation, from the loweft {pecies of animals, to 

the moft exalted 1 rank of heavenly intelligencies. 
Creatures | of the fame fpecies are ‘conftituted with 
“certain differences, by which. they. greatly excel 
each other. Men, who are faid to be born in'a 
‘ftate of equality,: are yet endowed with unequal 
“meafures of ftrength and wifdom. And hence 
there is’ a greater variety amongft men, than: 
‘among feveral different fpécies of animals. Sore 
are qualified to teach and guide ; others to be 

“taught and led by their fuperiors. To affirm 
that in the qualifications to rule and guide, all 

men are equal, is to blend charatters totally diverfe, 

to confound wifdom with folly, and affability and 
condefcenfion with ill-nature and pride. Thee 

have ever been diftinétions in the world, and 

various degrees amongfi men 5 while endowed. 
with 


& 
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vig fach various qualities and affeGions, the dif- 
tindtion will remain. To gainfay this diftin@ion, 
is to counteract one of the principal laws of hu- 
manity. Some maf be in authority ; ; others in 
fubordination. And happy i is that ‘people who are 
allowed in Providence, to ook ¢ out from among 
their brethren perfons of the belt difpofition, and 
moft aptly qualified to er, over ‘thert: 


Tuat particular perfoins { fisould be diftinguithed 
and exalted i in fociety, may be argued from the 
methods of Providence, ever fince, man hath been 
upon earth. No people were ever able to fubfift 
for any length c of time, without forming i into forme 
kin of « civil government, and fetting afide le, thofe 
boafted equalities, with which men are born into 
the. world. They inuft be fubje | tofome ¢ common 
rule and | authority, i in order to poflets any meafure 
bf happinels and fecurity. Where there are. no 
fulers to govern the community, all things are 
tmmediately involved in ‘confufion and mifery. 

l€ continuance of our original equality, is 2 
fate of 1 nature, ‘and ail ages have found a ‘fate of 
nature to be a ftate of war. ‘Therefore it “Has 
pleafe d the éomimon Parent of mén, to lead them 
to a late of evil’ fabotdination, oy which a part 
of ‘the community are intrufted to ordain and 
catty into effeét, laws and regulations for the 
whole. B Tar 


: 
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Tear “the eflablithaient oe civil governinént i is 


fy f the counfel and wifdom of God, . We are taught 
both from the. hiftory of his Providence, and the 
teftimony of his. infpired truth. “‘Ifrael, the ‘people 
of. his love, were formed into. a. civil. L community, 
and made fubordinate. to ‘eftablithed laws, to be 
adminiftered by. rulers, appointed f for that purpofe. 
Andi it was a time of fore rebuke, when there was 
no ‘inagiftrate’ in the land of fuffidient | authority, to 
put them in fear. “The’exaltation and — 
of file#s is the Work 6f God, and hot the} 
du@ion of a blind’and fortaitous chance ogy 
ing to ‘the" Spiniton’ Of idle an d infidel Wits." Fo Ht 
faith the word OF afl gle “uth! * Promotion 
cometh neither Sram. the aap, nor from ‘We wef, “hor 
from the fouth. ‘Bui Gods stbe Fuldge 5 be  putttcth’ down 
one ind Ens setalioc Brett fe 
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words, imply the, power of Go Ht fupporting 
civil, authority, and alfo his approbation of re 
bas gish oc _- he mcg ti gts Ytinum: ta on a 


_ 
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wai Prov. viii. 155 


magiftracy,as one of the bef “ 
purchale i oe . 
Orpes fe, Iny 


government is 5 
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port oF civil authority. 
thofe only” to be his fo 
rulers, and fabmibsge. thet | HONS. 5 
“Ber we heed not go far for “aepient : Our 
- ised affed with eine of tile Divine in- 


- vast 


i rere ear went 
rent the “Apoftle files , 
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agood po eh F "Therefore our argument for 
the Divine inftitution o of civil authority, refts. upon 


the uniformity. ©: ‘Providence, in bringing : man- 


ire 


kind under government ; 5 upon the clear teftimony 
of feripture ; ; ‘and upon Qur x Lord’s repeated in- 
es tp yield a willing homage 
to rulers, evi area they a are neither of, Ji 


is 


ftructions to,his ¢ 


OMASS the ee Set 
i rals. 
faith, nor even of exemplary mo 
i hat: 


form oe Goyerame nt. | Fhis is left to the judge- 


ment of men,, cae the circumftances of particular 
cepatrics.. and, communities, «But fome,. ‘govern: 
ment.is_neceflary, . God wills mankind to. be-in 
{ubordination, and that. they ftand to each other. 
in the . relation of rulers and fubjedts., He does 
not fet up the claim of Kings; .to.an indefeafible 
and, eperrditany right z _Such,a.. claim is. without 


ests 


fenfe, "The les ling 5 idea ve fori ture: is, Saco. 


Sab 


munities conftitute certain .o: f their brethren. to. 


rule over them.; and thus. -conftituted, they are 
the ordinance of the Supreme Ruler. 


- Our argument is not, That every power which 
affumes to be authority is really fo ; or that God 
would have it acknowledged as his inftitution. 


Ufurpers 


sd hath ordained any eet 
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Ufurpers and incurable. tyrants are not ‘the ordi- 
nance of God. Invaders are to fe rejected as 
hoftile to civil authority and: {ubverfive of. govern- 
‘ment. The Apoftle. would. thow;. That rulers 
‘allowed by long ufe, fubmitted to by promifes.c of 
allegiance, or introduced according: to the ftated 
maxims of the community oyer whom they pre- 
fide,-are invefted with power by God himfelf, and 
are’ to be.obeyed by Chriftians as his ordinance 5 
and this, however their characters.may be faulty, 
and their adminiftrations in, many refpects i inj 
spc 1% ecmpameee et 


rae oad 


. r proceed to. prove, a 
ce ott Tuat civil authority. AS. infleured, for the 
“good. oft the ‘péo] le in’ ae eneral, ‘and for the benefit 
of the church. 0 Ch ri in particular. 


es és ‘the Minifer of God to THEE for Goon. 
seeds God has inftituted civil authority for 
“the: common good, is a full demonftration, that 
he utterly abhors that tyranny and oppreffion, - 
which i is fo frequently prattifed. by the infolent 
Rulers of the earth : His benevolence is incenfed 
at the abufe of his gifts, and the perverfion of 
thofe powers and talents which he has beftowed 
upon magiftrates for the happinefs of his creatures. 
Rulers, who mifapply their authority for their 
perfonal 
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rfonal advantage, and ufe the force of the 
Sale, ‘to feed ‘their ambition and revenge, ‘OF 
to gratify the guilty paffions of | Minions. and 
‘favourites, at” “the” ‘expence | of pablick mifery, 
aré fingilar abjeas of Divine ‘refentment, ‘arid a 
ferange punifhment is prepared ‘for’ thein by’ the 
‘tishteous Avenger. No man has ‘authority from 
God: for partial advantage, but for the: com- 
‘mon ‘good. And while God fuffers fuch ‘rulers 
td hold dominion among men, he utterly abhors 
lie’ injuftice and wickednefs of their adminiftta- 
tions ; he will Bring to. wife “deftraction’ thete 
haughty oppreffors of the nations, and proportior 
his plagues to their violence, and to the forrows 
which they have produced to ‘their fellow men. 
He will eventually thew his power, and thake his 
wrath known i in n their wonderful perdition. hey 


Burlet none imagine, that God. Ahas 3 no ‘gracious 
ae pe oe an. roa adminiftra. 
atiable oppreflors, 

“ute in es Pa ports to correct and 
amend the revolting tr tribes sof men. While they 
“make the earth to ‘tremble, and | turn fruitful fields 
“Gnto a defolate’ Wildernefs, they : are the meffen gers 
“OF divine’ difpleafure, ‘the rod of God’s anger, ea: 
_ ftafr 13 indignation, again an n hypocritical 
and 


rs 4 ; 
aneVRBeKibus peopte:: If a wife and ‘merciful ad. 
sisifdtton ‘will hot correct the diffolutenefs of ah 
“obdurate ‘people, ‘God fcourges them with the 
Ainge of {corpions, with the relentlefs cruelty anid 
ambition of unprincipled tyrants. Such difpen- 
fations are neceflary, both to reclaitn the difobe: 
dient, and as an example of retributive juftice ‘aps 
on the incorrigible, that a ‘aiay than i the rocks © 
én which: they fplit. ” —e panes “x aR? 
= Gop’ 8 judgments are full ip sinvied “Thas 
gteateft temporal calamity which men experience, 
an-unrighteous adminiftration of civil powers has 


yet agracious mixture of compaffion, and = 
make epee. the igen of Providence. jtor 


Burra good and equal adminiftration of, ‘govern- 
snagiaa . blefling to the community in | a different 
fenfe., ‘The enjoyments and tranquility of fubjedts 
are feeured by the: protection of rulers. To ad- 
vance general happinefs, to fecure, women 
creafe true, rational liberty, and. to. preferve the 
lives of men, are the original. purpofes for which 
civil laws. and. magiftrates are ordained: by heaven. 
‘The Supreme Ruler has given ito magiftrates no 
warrant to purfue rnequat or! partial -meafures 3! to 


confult perfonal er family interefts ; mor to’ fofter 
ietdotey the 
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the withes and. purfuits of cringing favourites. — 
The fword c of the f fate i is not committed to. them 


for the exclulive sina particular. focieties 
or claffes of men. T To promote the general good, 
to cherith virtue, and to. diffufe j joyous profperity 
through the whole ‘community, are the ends for 
which. God has exalted them to power. And they 
may, _purfue the interefts of individuals, only in 
confiftency with the public benefit. The defign 
of their inftitution, is to encourage virtue, to pro- 
te@ good men, td frown tipon the courfes of the 
wicked, and to réprefy that fraud and’ injuftice, by 
which’ oppreffors confume the faithful of the land; 
and dévour the widow and him _— hath no 
helper. 


"OU Apottle would téach the civil authority, 
that the great objects ‘of their care, are to cherifli 


“virtue, arid extirpate vice ‘to avenge ‘pablic and 
individual wrongs ;' to curb thé exceffés of felfiffi 


avaricé’ and’ ambition, and to fofter that philan- 


thropy arid integrity, byrwhilcde alone, nations can, 
be built up and eftablifhed. And’ they would do 
well'to remember, that not only the general wel- 
fare of the community is a principal obje& with all 
rulers who purfue the end of their appoiritment; 
but! that God requires of them, a conftant and 

G3 watchful 


ner eerie 
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watchful attention to the happinefs of the church 
of Chrift ; and for this plain reafon,, that magi- 
firates cin in no way fo fubftantially promote the 
common good, as by honouring the doétrines and 
~ followers of Jefus: Whatever infidel wits may 
dream to the contrary, Jefus Chrift is appointed. 
by the Father to an univerfal kingdom. * For the 
Father hath committed all judgment to the Son. t And 
gave him ‘tobe bead over all things to the Church. By 
him Kings reign, and at his pleafure he fets 1 up and 
cafts down all human rule and authority. And 
thofe are fhort fighted politicians » who pay no fpe- 
cial regard to Chrift. As the Governor of all 
States, he will be acknowledged Supreme, fi tting 
in the affemblies of the mighty,.and judging among the 
Gods. States who have heard of Chrift and his 
exaltation, and give him no public acknowledge- 
ments, are profanely impious againft the Father 
and the Son, and may well fear the wrath of the 
Lamb. Let rulers then receive their power; as 
proceeding from Chrift, and by folemn teftimonies 
of refpe& to him and to his difciples, honour him. 
as their Sovereign : And thus Ait the Son, left he 
be angry and they perifh from the way. They are 
ordained for the particular benefit of the Church, 
for the profperity of which, all the wheels of Pro- - 

Cc videncey 

* John, v, 22s Eph. 1. 22. 
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vidence, and all the revolutions of empire, have 
been in motion from the morning of time. fe 
thould lie upon the minds of fulers, efpecially of 
ake fa profeftton, that they believe the 
Ai i religion, to honour Chrift by 4 
nd an anfw erable life, and by their 
sin all their adminiftrations, to 
erity and dignity « of Chrift’s family upon 
his is God s ‘governing end i in their ap- 
pointment ore that his children may lead peacea- 
ble and quiet lives ‘wn gadiinef and honefty. tis a 
grofs miftake, an affront upon the Lord of alf 
worlds, to affirm, that civil magiftrates lave no- 

thing to do for the church of Chrift. Their para- 
mount Sovereign, has taught them, that they can- 
not difcharge their civil truft, without a diligent 
dttention to his church upon earth. As well thay 
the minifter of an earthly Prince alledge, that he’ 
has nothing to do for. the peace and dignity of 
his mafter’s family, as civilrulers can alledge, that 
they have no concern with the church, the family 
of the King of Zion. The magiftrates: moft afli- 
duous and unwéaried labours are due by his ap? 

pointment to the church of God. 


Our attention is called under the next heady 


: : WE 
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Bite Waar cae the civil authority muft 
purfue, to anfwer the end of their inftitution. é- 


Tue God of Heaven, who fetteth up Kings, and 
. yemoveth Kings at his pleafure, gives to rulers the 
kingdom, ftrength, pOMees and’ glory, for the be- 

nefit of his people. To anfwer this. benevolent 

purpofe of Heaven, fhonld be the magiftrates firft 
employment. How this purpofe may be moft ef- 

feétually ; anfwered is our prefent enquiry. And 

here i fhall be indulged i in feveral particulars. And 


-1f, To be the minifter of God for good, the 
ruler muft enterrain an ardent love for his people. 


‘Love is the main {pring of every interchange 
of kind offices amongft men. Tne no cafe has this 
Divine principle amore efficacious operation, than 
when the rulet’s heart is infpired with a pater- 
nal affection towards his fubjeas. ‘To be the fa- 
ther of his people, is the magiftrate’ $ dignity : 
This conftitutes his neareft conformity to our uni- 
verfal Parent : This will animate him to profecute 
the common happinefs, under. all temptations, and 
in feafons of the moft prefling trials and ‘difficul- 
ties: Without this, he will faint under the. per- 
verfenefs and ingratitude of his people, when they 
oppofe his labours for’ their good, and ill requite 
hig faithful and painful fervices for national efta- 

blifhment 
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blifhment and profperity. Love animated the pati. 
ence and perfeverance of Mofes, to plead for Hrael 
in their numerous rebellions, and finally to pledge . 
his own profperity, for their falvation, when he 
prayed that God would fpare. them, altho’ to vindi- 
cate his juftice, he fhould blot him out of his book; ; 
that i is, cut him off from a name and inheritance 
amon g the tribes of théLord, inthe land of promife. 


‘Tuts noble affection filled David with all the 
agonies of diftrefs, and the i importunity of prayer, 
that G i would fpare the theep of his flock, from 
the. -fwore of the deftroying Angel, which was 

awn av et Jerufalem. "This fortified Nehemiah, 
' to a life of ‘felf-denial, confli& and danger, whilé 
he buile the’ city of his father’ s fepulchres. ‘And 
this will give. energy to the endeavours of all ma- 
giftrates for the profperity of their brethren, and 
make | a hem to. eftéem diligence, watchfulnefs, per: 
fonal expence, felf-denial, continual | humiliation 
and fupplication t before | God, but reafonable and 
pleafant’ fervices for. the. public Benefit. ’ That 
he may. purfue their profperity, the Tuler mutt 
cultivate a tender and beeayoatte affection for his ‘ 
people. te Again, : 

adly, Tobe God’ s minifter for good, the ruler 
muft dearn the charadiere and intereft of his people, 
; ' Ien~orant 


t.. 
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IcnoranT and uninformed Statefmen, how- 
ever honeft in their intentions, can do very little 
for the happinefs of ‘the e community. _ ‘Their limit. 
ed views create local prejudices, and fubjeat them 
to the artifices of interefted politicians. While a 
part of the community make undue advantages 
of their ignorant mifmanagement, the body. lan- 
guithes and withers away for want of countel, 
energy and uniformity in the civil adminiftra- 
tion.” It ¢ concerns rulers , therefore, to be well ac- 
quainted with ‘the tempers, capacities, views and 
interefts of the citizens,in allparts of their govern- 
ment, that they may adapt their adminiftration to 
the advantage of the whole, without material i in- 
jury to individuals. _ Rulers unacquajnted with 
the interefts of the feveral profeffions, and the re- 
putation and capacities of the principal charaéters, 
will make grievous miftakes in government, by 
confining their bon to a narrow circle, and by 
lofing the fervices of the mott fuitable men in the 
community. What is more prepofterous, than 
for. rulers to exert their influence and authority, 
for the > partial intereft of the territory in their vi- 
cinity, to make the intereft of one clafs or pro- 
feflion yield to the avarice and ‘ambition of an- 
other ; to bea Rickler for this or that faction in 
the State | ? A ruler fhould have an enlarged heart, 


a 
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a sad Well. -inftructed mind ; able to comprehend 
the charaéters and interefts of his brethren, and dif. 
pofed, with a generous impartiality and diffufive 
benevolence, to {peak peace to all his 1 feed. And for 
this end he muft ftudy the difpofitions, the employ- 
ments, the weakneffes and abilities, and the fub- 
ftantial interefts of all his fubjects. ‘This know- 
ledge is effentially requifite to be an ufeful ne 
reputable magiftrate. ‘Again ? 


; -aadinas tas a minifter for» good. to the people, 
the 3 ruler muft be inftruéed i in the political maxs 
ims and laws of the State, § in which he eprergs: 


THE fafety of a people, efpecially of : 2 free peo. 
ple, depends upon 2 facred adherence to the origi- 
nal principles of their government. When thofé 
principles are difregarded, every blefling i is infe. 
cure, and the adminiftration degenerates into an 
arbitrary défpotifin. Therefore rulers fhould un- 
derftand the fyftem of laws, and thofe forms of 
adminiftration,to which the peopleare accuftomed, 
and conform themfelves to thofe original princi- 
ples ; then they will have a line of conduct in 
their office, and the people ‘will know what to ex- 
pectfrom them. Asa_ general knowledge of civil 
policy is neceflary to make an accompli ifhed ruler, fo 
a thorough a _— their own ftate po- 

Cy 
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licy, i is neceflary to make a tolerable ones Whet 
ignorance is in place, the people will ; m. urn, and 
folly and wickednefs be exalted on every fide. rt 
was an effential qualification for government in 
Solomon, * That God had ¢ given him. wh vifdom and F 
largenefs of heart, very much, even as ‘the fand 1 upon 
ihe fea-foore. + Wo to thee, O land, when thyKing is 2 
child. The curfe of ignorant uninformed rulers, i is 
taught us by the prophet Ifaiah, {| Aid I will give 
children’ to be their Princes, and babes foall ile over 


them = As for my people, children are their oppreffors, d 


énd woman rule over them : oO my people, they which 
lead thee, caufe thee to err. And faith Solomon, 
§ The Prince that wanteth wnderftanding, i is alfo a great 
opprefor. | But by wifdom and underftanding the 
throné is eftablithed, and the expe@ations of the 
people’ areirichly gratified. “No mari ‘therefore, 
fhould undertake to rule amiongft men, until he is 
fully inftructed i into the civil conftitution and laws 


of the community, where he is to govern.” Again, ’ 


" athly: To promote the public good, rulers mutt. 
be controuled in all their meafures, by truth and | 


integrity. 


“For wifdom + without i integrity, will toa Riege- 
nerate into cunning and artifice, by. which the in-, 


terefts of be omeeaty will fall a prey to thofe 


“who 
Mag Kings, is iv, 29. + Ecclef x. 16. 
_ -$ Maiah, iii, 49 126 § Prov, xxviii, 16. 
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"who fhould be their friendly protectors. A magi: 
ftrate without truth and fincerity, is the fnare and 
perdition of his fubjects. All power, fhould be 
founded it in truth, both in the attainment and exer- 
cife of it. * The lip of truth Shall be eftablifbed for- 
ever : but a lying tongue is but for amoment. + Excel- 
lent [peech becometh not a fool, much le efs do lying lips @ 
prince. An adminiftration founded in truth and 
righteoufnefs, will bear the teft of fcrutiny : and 
meafures dictated by honefty, {hall come forth ap- 
proved and profperous in the end ; while the du- 
Plicity, of deceitful politicians fhall. perith, and in- 
volve both rulers and fubjects in the {nares of per- 
plexity and ruin. All men; efpecially all leading 
men, carry their meafures with the moft fuccefs' 
and reputation, when they profecute them with 
fimple uniformity and honeft fincerity. It fhould 
therefore be the firft obje& with him who rules’ 
over men, to be juft, to be true in his adminiftra- 
tions : not having | a myfterious fyftem of delu- 
fion to deceive others Ant: his spiphent inten- 
tions. 


To gain. the confidence of their fabjeds, ruler 
muft be men upon whom ‘they may fafely depend.. 
And without this confidence, fubjeés can derive | 
very little advantage from government. Men in 

place, 
* Prov. sii 19. t Prov. XVii. at 


&. 
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riace, therefore, muft make declarations and pro- 
ifes ‘feridly “jut and élearly intelligible, and by 
et to them, the fabjeet muft know what to 
expect from authority: _ Rulers, to be ‘ufeful, muft 
deal fairly and honeftly with the people ; -diftribute 
equal juftice ; protect them from wrongs, and 


punifh injuries with integrity and decifion : > not: 


leave honeft men the prey of fraud. 


“ Ini isa fad time, when rulers ate fo inattentive to 
juttice ‘aiid veracity, that truth falleth in the ftreets, 


and he who departeth from iniquity; maketh him- 


felf a prey: Good rulers make fair promifes and 


keep them; and are exemplary in fulfiling con- |! 


tracts. _The “ios = apa Nae defrauds his ee 


rs ‘qeligboke peb. 


eer aie thet keep good the public 
faith, faain the-credit of the ftate, and pay 


punctually the public contracts. This will give 
energy to government, eftablifh the influence and 


eredit of authority, and teach the people that up- 


rightnefs and veracity, by which alone the various 
bers of fociety can be clofely cemented. A 


me 
diffembler and a cheat among individuals, is a bafe 


charadket 5 3. and. a fraudulent adminiftration of go- 
vernment, is a character as much more deteftible, 


4s the number and authority of the rulers exceed 
D one 


‘ % 
fi By 
ohe indiv vidual. Some’ have aéted as eholiph 4 a 
a hisas 

fraud a might. be loft i in the number 
of f partne or be nied by great and ad 
names : a the who ; > ficeeth 3 ih the ‘Heavens, will 7 
manifett their error, and prove, * tbat Ying tips. are 
an abomination to the Lord, that they are but for a mo- 
ment, that the feet of unrighteous rulers ftand in 
flippery places; and when the good man feeth 
their end, he fhall fuddenly_ curfe their habitation. 
Does the ruler with | to be ufeful and reputable ? 
Let him be a ‘true and honett man. Wou'd he 
involve himwlt, and the community. in infamy 
and per ‘plexity? ? Let him be unequal i in his admi- 
niftrations ; 3 let his performances contr adict his pro- 
mifes ; by falfe weights and falfe meafures of juf- 
tice and eguity,let him frame iniquity by law, and 
teach the Lord’s people to tranigrefs. Again, « 


sthly, TS “rile well, “the inagifiraze e mutt eat 
tivate habits of induftry ‘anid frigality. ~ 


Rouers have fo much to do; that thay. have no 
time to lofe. . An indolent ruler; like the ufeleis 
and unwieldly drone, devours the honey which 
others have gathered. He confumeés the people’s 
tribute without earning it. ae fupport which» 

fubjects 


*°PFOVs Rite Z2i 


aie 
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fabjeds ould liberally furnith for the. mainteg- 
ance of government, rulers: fhould merit by t their 
diligent fervices. And while they. carefully 2 avoid 
avarice in witholding expences for ‘the public g good, 
it. coneerns them to ufe the revenues | ji he State, 
with ceconomy, that no part of the public treafure 
be. applied. to ufelefs and trifling purpofes. Co- 
vetouinefs and prodigality are both mifchievous 


Vices | Sn ‘rulers, and they fhould avoid ‘each ex- 


: er if they would be pléffings to the people. ae 


-DNpOLenT rulers will be otherways vicious. 
Tdlenefs will cloud their minds and extinguith the 
ipeonen nas ie Bie foul, ead the moft. paxioys 


ming sir lilke fome 2 gl 
ragion, Tee through all ranks of people. 
An enervated, poor and contemptible people will 
_be the confequence of an indolent and diffipated ad- 
niftration of government. Such wicked rulers 
ea over a poor, worthlefs people 5 ‘the com- 
will fink into effeminacy, dependance and 
‘ éc . ° It becomes the magiftrate then to 
be a ‘man of t bufinefs, not a man of pleafure ; to 
_ be attentive to his office, and painful i in his exer- 
tions. .for the common good. Thus fhall his ex- 
bse he ov tie fast dekit teigtisn ample 


=i eG 


nefs, patience, frugality 
fants se the ie 


teat e ire in bre patho) daw lathery, 
muchimore'thian we earn | by our» laboue cand i as 
a, Again, Bi 

ba se To, anfwer ‘the _purpofe oe their inflitu- 
pots civil sve Bee proteét g 00 citizens, and 
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punith the wicked, 
2 Pre! (crema of rulers is, Fhat he 
. are nota terror to good works, but tothe evil, Power 
a 48 grofsly abufed and perverted, when wicked citi- 
‘zensare foltered and protected by authority. God 
has ordained’ rulers to avenge the wrongs-of injuf- 
; ‘tice and oppreffion; and the violences: of, fedition 


‘and rebellion. It is only when bad men are in au- 
thority, 


: [ 29 j 

thority, that vile men <are exaltéd and:fcreened 
from juftice." No favour ‘or friendfhip, no relation 
‘er -conneétion with men in® power, fhould cover 
the wicked from punifhment. ‘Rulers are to exe- 
cute the laws : -And “the ‘laws are. -made for the 
lawlefs and difabedient. | .. All delays: of juftice, the 
exemption from. chaftifement, which corrupt citi- 
zens. receive. in breaking:the peace and. violating 
the ordinances of juftice, isa fore malady in the 
State, and proves that the head is ‘fick and the 
heart faint. -Gaod magiftrates, by their’ influence, 
fupprefs immorality, and every tranfgreffion of re. 
lative juitice. God commands it, and faithfal 
Sabot katie. claim’ ieee their rulers, to be ‘pro. 


ted, their poles heii aes aid projet 

ty proteéted, from the-depredations of défigning 
and unprincipled ifien. “And the magiftrate who 
does not endeavour to punifh and reclaim, or ut- 
terly to purge from the State wicked and difobe- 
dient t fubjedts, forgets the main defign of his ex- 
altation. And ‘when good : men are left to the fear 
and danger of lofing their privileges and] i poffeffions, 
they are fadly neglected ; and the Goa of Hea- 
ven, will avenge their quarrel againft ; fuch flothful 
and unrighteous magiftrates. To let the wicked 
shan eat * 


Ce fF 


go wnpunithed, and the righteous live without 
protection, is both a contemptible weaknefs and a 
{candalous wickednefs, in authority. * For it fhould 
be an abomination: to Kings, 20° do wickednefs, and the 
taroneis €ftablifhed by righteoufnefs. . + Righteoufne/s 
exalieth a-nation, ‘bit fin is the reproach of any péople. 
| Hethatyuftifieth the wicked, add he that-condemneth 
thé guft, even they: bothiare' abomination to. the Lord. 
For this end rulers wait upon their work to make 
a) clear diftin@ion. between the juft and the unjuft; 
and itnis: an, dluftrious .difplay of benevolence, to 
over-whelm Ancoxrigible voffenders by thevarm of 
Power, and raife to fafety and honour the faithful 
of the, land. - It isa -precept grounded upon mo- 
ral reafons, and confequently of perpetual. obliga- 
tion, —§ The man that: will do profumptuoufly and will 
not earken,unto : the Pricf, which flandeth, there to 
aminjfter befere the Lord thy God, or ynto the judge, even 
that man | ball « die 5s. and thou foal put @way, the evil 
Srom Yracl. ‘The State souft employ punithments 


Seite 


adequate to ‘the fappreffion of v vice,’ and rewards 
commenfurate to the encouragement of virtue and 
fidelity : And the ruler who ‘permits the rod of 
the wicked to reit upon the lot of the righteous, 
is difobedient. to God, and an enemy to his peo- 
ple. “Again, % “othly. 
* Prov. xvi. 12. se roy. XIV. 34. yi 
} Prov. xvii. 15. § Deut. xvii. 12. 


cr me] 
ythly, Rurers, to be minifters ofGod for good, 
pret be men of religions ~~ iS 


Att chriftian graces are of acta ic in the 
adminiftration of government. And as rulers ré- 
ceive their ordination from God, he ex pects that 
as fervants they honour him, and obey® his Son 
Jefus Chrift, as their iiege Lord. Since ‘religion | 
furnifhes men with thofe excelling gifts and soo 
difpofitions, which qualify them to govern, fo they 
can never cultivate faith and piety with too care- 
ful an affiduity. Their fuccefs in office, and their 
ufefulnefs among their fubjects, depend primarily 
upon the Divine prefence and blefling. There- 
fore they thould: be men of exemplary. faith i in 
their Ki ng and Saviour, and not lean t unto their 
own. unc fe: erftanding. ‘That ‘fattrious: magiftrate 
Nehemiah, ‘thought it a moft effential qualification 
in his es Hananiah, to take charge over 
Jerufalem. * Becau/e he was a faithful man and feared 
God above many. Magiftratés fhould be men of 

e > that God may dwell with tliem and di.” 
redt thelr countfels. They fhould be accuftomed 
to appear béfore God in the poltire | of fuppliants, 
that he would enlighten their ignorance, and prof: 
per their exertions. ‘None ‘Have more necd of 
wifdorh, than they ; and to whom fiiould they ap- 


ply 


* Neh. Vii. 2. 


ply but tohimrwhagiveth to all men liberally, add up- 
braideth not. Would they be honoured by t the obe- 
dience of thei oe obtain, this ho- 


an itumble pee 
m, love epee end 


: m go ‘about doing 
or 


and fh ay ee sort) utes, 
we : will ferve the Lord ; Alii uniformly. upon 
the ordinances of public wotthip, hallowing God’s 
Sabbaths, and reverencing his fan@uary, attentive- 
ly seiting, ppen. the difpenfation. of the gofpel. 
re we may well expect fubmiffion to all 
God’s. commandments, 2 and that they cherifh the 
appointed means of diffuffing chriftian knowledge, 
and by. honouring Chrift’s minifters and followers, 
become nur fing fathers to the Church. Some have 
thong ht that religion is no important part of a 
4 character : It is true, that rulers without 
religion are to be obeyed. But when, it is confi- 


¥q dered 
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dered that they are made rulers ultimately for the 
good ahd profperity of the Church, we muft cen+ 
iure thofe for their ignorance or irreligion, who 
adopt a maxim fo pernicious to civil fociety, and 
embarrafling to the interefts of virtue and morali- 
ty: Without religion, rulers have no God, unto 
whom they may repair and expeét his blefling up- 
on their adminiftration. God is not with them, 
and when his prefence is withdrawn, darknefs and 
perplexity will fill their paths with {nares and ad- 
verfity. Immoral and ungodly rulers may affeé 
courtefy,; affability and patriotifm to gain popula- 
tity ; but they have no moral principle upon which 
the public may depend, and too oftén have’ they 
proved the fcourge of the community, and the 
rod of God’s indignation aghinft a profane « or hy- 
pocritical people. Therefore wé lay it down’ asa 
qualification of gredt moment to the State, that 
magiftrates be men of piety, who have a govern- 
ing regard to the glory of God; anda warm alfec- 
tion for the gofpel of Chrift. Such are the fenti- 
ments avowed in our form of government; which 
‘requires the great oflicers of government; before 
they entet upon their truft, to declare their be- 
Jief of the Chriftian religion, as the religion taught 
from Heaven, for the happinefs and falvation of loit 
men. Again, 

E Sthly, 


= 


tg j 
- Sthly; To i influence them to a ufeful difcharge 
be their truft, it is important, ‘that rulers keep in 
mind Bh Ase account be- 
fore the bat of Gods: i te 


~ * Thave faid, 9 ye are ‘Gods: and all ou are chil- 
dren of th the. ‘Met Bi igh. But ye efoall die like men. Like 
their brethren of the duft they fhall go to the 

grave, the boufe appointed ‘for all the living. To 
death fucceeds their folemn account at the tribu- 
nal’ of the fon of man, who will judge the Sectets of 
men according to: our gofpel. _ The wife; the great 

and the. mighty of the earth, will) ftand: before the 
impartial judgement-feat, upon a level-with-the 
defpifed and indigent of their fubjects. At that 

folemn hour when’ the opinions of men fhail be 

lighter than the duft of the balancé, and the flat- 
‘tering tongue fhall be. put to. perpetual filence, 
when thé judgment fhall be the Eord’s and fhall be 

adminiftered without fefpedct of perfons, the en- 
quiry will be, not whether we have been great in 

the earth, énjoyed the applaufes- of our fellow 

‘worms, and exercifed dominion among the fons 
of the duit ; but whether we have filled our ftati- 
on, kept in view our laft account, and prepared 

matters for our acquittal at the folemn trial... Ru- 
lers fhould remember that their reward will be in 

exact 

* Palm, Ixxxii. 6 ve 


he at, 


a 

exact proportion to their benevolence and fidelity, 
‘not according to their power and authority ; and 
that. their punifhment will not be alleviated, by 
any-inftances of prefent impunity from the impo- 
tence of human juftice : but accordin g to their 
floth and luxury, their wantonnefs and ambition, 
their opprefiion and avarice, fuch will be their re- 
tribution from the fentence of the ‘Lord of Sa- 
baoth, who hears the, groans of injured and neglect- 
gd fubjects, and has. prepared | a ftrange punith- 
pent for the haughty oppreffors of the earth, 


“Were this day of retribution, which will foon 
overtake us all, duely realized by magiftrates, how 
could they fail to difcharge with affiduity and 
care: their facred truft, and to be i in earneft to be- 
come minifters of God for good, to the people? 
Having fate ithe methods, by whichyrolers: may 
anfwer the benevolent purpofes: of Heaven in their 
oeeeey it concerns us under the Jatt general, 
head, . , vied 


IV. To point out ‘the obligations of Bye to 
ghe civil authority. 5 


Se IGINT RTE. 
Ir is the | ‘prerogative of a free people to © appoint 


mien from a among tl their brethren to rule over. them. 
It is their duty and only fecurity tc to ufe this _prero- 


gative with difcretion and Bdelity, ~ not ufing their 
~~ liberty 


*: it Pet. ii. 16. 


i 
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liberty asa cloak of malicioufne/s but as the fervants of God. 
They are required to look « out from among them, 
chofen and faithful men, who know the times, men 
of unfhaken integrity and fortitude, of indutiry and 
temperance, who love their nation,and are examples 
of gentlenefs and philanthropy, who fear God and. 
Latecovetoufneft. “When theyhaveappointed their rut 
lers, both’ obligation andintereft require them tobein 
fubjection to them, asthe ordinance of God ; and’ 
under them to lead peaceable 2 and: quiet lives, in 
all godlinefs and honefty. They thould ftrengthen 
the hands of their rulers in the work of govern- 
‘ment, treat with liberality their adminiftrations, 
and: ftudidufly avoid. a mean {pinit of jealouly and. 
fufpicion, that bane of fociety and deftruction of 
public bleflings. A-haughty, unyielding and mur- 


musing difpofition, is the infamy Of fubjetts, and 
will prove their eventual ruin from thé, juftice: 
of God, who: wills * ‘that his ordinancés be: refpected 
‘by men. They who defpife government, are pre~ 
Jumptuous, felf-willed, and.are not. afraid to {peak evil 
of dignities, and fpeak evil of things : which’ they know 
not, have little fenfe of their duty to “magiftrates, 
are difturbers of the public peace, and /bail utterly 
perifh, in their own corruption. * The word of infpi- 
ration teftifies to us the will of Chrift, refpeéting" 
the obligations of. fubjecs ‘to civit authority. It» 
ee a is 
* Il. Pet. 210, F2. 


’ 
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is'a leading duty, That fubje@s pray for their 
rulers, and offer up in. public and private, ackriow- 
ledgements for the bleflings of government, and 
fupplications for Divine favout upon the civil 
adiminiftration. Saith the Apoftle, *I exbort? 
therefore, that firft of all, fupplications, prayers, inter 
- teffions and giving thanks, be made fer all men. For 
Kings and for all that are in authority’; that we may 
live a peaceable and quiet life, in all godlinefs and 
bonefty. For this is good and acceptable in the Sight 
of God our Saviour. It is a Divine injunétion, 
+ Submit yourfelves to. every ordinance of man for the 
Lord’s fake ; whether it be unto the King as fupreme, 
or unto Governours as unto them that are Sent by hin 
| forthe punifbmient of evil doers, and for the prai ife of 
them that do well. For it is the will of God, that with 
Bball doings ye put to filence ‘the ignorance of fooli ifh men. 
Fear God, honour the King. “If kingly government 
deferves fuch éonfcientious Obedierice, how much 
more does a frée ‘government deferve it? It is 
tequired of' Chriftian minifters to- inculcate this 
duty upon their hearers. {< Put them in mind to be 
Subje@ to principalities and powers, to obey magiftrates, 
to beready to every good work» All who.hope in-his 
mercy,»and would. be faved by the. righteoufnefs. 
of Chrift, muft imitate tliat.example of fubmiflion 
to civil ‘authority, which ‘in. this life -he:hath fet 


before 
1 Tim. ii 1523 = of t Pet. i 13, f Titus, itt 1. 
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before them; not by ambitivn and turbulent 
paflions, difturb the quict of fociety ; ; not by tu- 
mults and {edition augment the. miferies. of this 
miferabJe world. Men who have mot.a- temper 
of fubordination, are not charitable, humble and 
quiet in. their demeanor, are poorly qualified for 
heavens Men: who refit, lawful: authority,” and 
are. engaged i in tumults and confufioa, thay be fit 
for the realms of ariarchy , darkaefs and defpotifin 5 
but without repentance they fhall never behold 
the feats of theiblefled, where every man is.con- 
tent-with his flation. Doswe -with: for prefent 
{ecurity and.enjoyment, for national ftrengtliand 

ignity ?“Do.we with to behold the feats _— 
" Then we: siagmeentens TONG lente 


ve finithed n my denies =i lalilabindin _may 
I -be.indulged in fome practical reflecions,, and 
fundry . curfory,. obfervations, upon the prefent 
fituation,of this.;Commonwealth, and the methods 
which: God«requires ‘tobe purfued) for reftoring 
and: lengthening out’ ourtranquility, and. then 
conclude with addrefles fuited.-to this important 
‘eccafion. .As'Fhave endeavoured in the whole, 
foin this branch of difcourfe I would with'to fpeak 
with the unfettered freedom of a ino a 


Prince, whofe — not of . ae casita Ria. a2 
ote. es x ean 
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Tuts Seney. was planted by men of fingular 
piers of whom the old: world was not worthy. 
ivil and fpitttual tyranny.” Pea planted, he 
protected them from the ‘moft profling dangers, 
Often hath he delivered them by figns and wonders, 
and. by an out-ftretched arm. In fome feeble mea- 
fare owr Forefathers lived worthy of the Divine 
‘care’ over them, and by grateful obedience ac- 
knowledged the falvations wrought for them. 
But their children forgat his benefits, and by ir- 
religion and fenfuality, by diffipation and luxury, 
by woildlinefs and pride, they provoked the. oly 
One of. Urael,, to threaten them with the lofs of 
- thofe. privileges and, bleflings, which he had fo 
tichily seiniea‘ath and, MAT had fo apetelly 
abufed, ¥ 


Many have Sticuisiea the virtues, aid ects 
dently predicted the rifing glories of the American 
States’ But while we continue our provocations, 
wwe may do well to enquire, Whether thefe flat- 
tering panegyrifts do not Speak to us fmooth things, and 
prophefy deceits ?, Would not the fublime prophet 
Ifaiah addrefsusin another ftile ? * +. Hear Obeavens, 
and give ear'O earth ¢ for the: Lord hath fpoken. I have 
nourifhed and brought up children; and they have 
rebelled againft mei Ab infil nation, a people oct 
 Migiah i. 2, == 
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— .ewith iniquity, afeed of evil doers, children that are 
corrupters, they b have forfaken the Lord, they have pre- 
moked the Holy C One. of Yrael unto angers they have gone 
away backwards: Becaufe the Lord was wroth with 
his heritage, he did, of late ‘raife up. ‘adverfarics 
unto them of their b brethren. 4 ‘The Britifh parlia- 
‘ment, in fupport « of a groundlefs élaim, levied an 
unnatural. war againft us; and afiumed. without 
warrant’ to be the aes Powers in’ our Bove: n- 
tnents-.5 sinus eau 


~ BY the wit of ‘bel and kis aucatia of his 
ordinanée, our civil authority, to whom our firft 
allegiance was due, We were called to tontend for 
our poffeffions, our libefties’ and ott lives, even 
unto blood. Long and diftrefling was the éonfliét. 
In the <onfufion’s 6f war, and ‘éfpéciatly in the 
perplexities of fuch a war, in which the minds 6f 
the people were divided as to their drittes of alle- 
giance, order and goverhment were: efferttially 
injured amongft us, and that fpirit of fubordi- 
nation and loyalty, which was before habitual, was 
nearly loft, and for a féafon we were threatened 
with all the’ miferies of that people, who have no 
magiftrate to put them in fear. But in the feafon 
of our declenfions, He who remembereth mercy 
for his people, interpofed for our help, and in 
due'time. ordained peace for us, But in nothing 

was 


pall —— eee ee a ee 


Lenn, } 


was his grace. more remarkable than- in leading | us 

out of a diftempered ftate of nee 4 into. a 

flate of order and governitnent. | - He gave us laws 
and teftimonies right and good, ‘a civil conftitution 

perhaps thé moft perfeé in the world, which ois 
the fecurity of good citizens, the. admiration of 
the wife, and the envy of tyrants > ~ To which if 
if we ftri@ly adhere, we cannot in a political tag 
fail of being a happy people: 


Since this mercy of our God upon us, in faving 
us from the evils of war, and plucking us from 


-the confufions. of anarchy, we have walked un- 
worthy of hisgreat goodnels. We fang his praifes, 
but foon forgot his benefits. We have. continued 


to indulge thofe follies and ‘excefles,: for, v which J he 
had already, chattized US. While. ‘deeply. in- 
volved. in debt, our diftempered paflion for the 
fafhions of} luxurious and affluent nations, .plung- 
ed us into our former prodigality . and unpro- 


fitable expences. Inftcad of applying ourfelves 


to difcharge the claims of public and private, cre- 


ditors,, and thus to vindicate our. shonour, and 
independence, we employed t the riches of our foil 
in purchafing t the trappings of an exotic drefs, and 
in indulging our vitiated appetites in the expentfiv e 
produdtions of diftant regions, atid thus'are we 
become the fervants ‘of foreigners, and ftignigers 
F rule 
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rule over us. Poor and dependent, our minds aré 
enervated to the purfuits of national freedom and 
dignity. And yet reftlefs under the unavoidable 
preflure of out follies,we are little indlined to fatisfy 
our ¢reditors, and pay the price of our beloved 
diffipation. Like the prodigal,exhaufted and worn 
down by riot, we complain of our pains and em- 
barrafiments, and idly refolve into a grievance, 
that Poe ty: from which no created power but 
our Own can fave as. Jaded by our vices, indigent 
through profufe living, rendered untraétable by 
“tong exemption from the reftraints of human and 
Divine laws, and proud ina li¢entious liberty, that 
fore-runner 6f defpotifm 5 we have become reftlefs 
ander neceflary burdens, and With a miftaken 
refentment, have: complained of public requifitions 
as the fource of our forrows and perplexities. 

Lavifh expences have made us poor, and a tem. 
per not duly fubordinate, has turfied dur com- 
plaints from our own follies, againft our Fathérs,/ 
our beft friends ahd benefactors. How many of 
us have laboured to free ourfelves from thé: ne- 

ceflary burdens of public and private debts, that 
we might obtain a wider fcope for the indulgence. 
of appetites, which it were much better to mortify ? 


Wii the enquiry be thought immodeft, when 


i alk, whether our “wealthy and leading characters, 
have 


ae 
= 


a 


a oe on 


(tage, 


nae not been’ firk> in tis! ead ? Of the 
legiflators of our republican government, we 
might have ‘expedted effectual Taws to difcourage 
i Res which uy citizens are fo ey de- 
‘They ‘inet better thes their ycbailitaeais) lehe evil 
of fuch excefies. Might’ they not in’ due feafon, 
have encouraged induftr y> temperance and fruga. 
lity, among the poople ; laid reftri@ions upon 
foreign luxuries, and made it as -neceflary as it was 
ufeful, for the people to produce the accommoda- 
tions of life by their own labour, and upon their 
own foil. “And efpecially might . not the exam- 
ples of men in power, and families of fathion and 
affluence, i in preferri ing the produétions of our own, 
country, to coinimodities received from abroad, 
have produced the moft falutary effects atnong all 
clafles of our citizens ? Such examples would have 
been more “influential and ‘authoritative, than 2 
whole code of commercial regulations. | This is. 
one of our wounds pail mention it freely,fince Thope 
ina good Brovideice! that our rulers, our ‘public 
teachers and the multitude ‘of our brethren, will 
; think it important to apply themfelves to a radi- 
cal. cure of the evil. For nothing kills the noble 
Be of freedom, like a ftate of dependence, which 
’ will, 
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“wilt ever sian the folly of fpending.more than, _ 
we carn... Let our rulers. not “merely i in, word, . 
but in deed, by a laudable example, be firftin this 
matter, and teach, republicans to. be: honeft, in- 
duftrious .and frugal in, their. modes of, living. 
Then. fhall fabfantial wealth and independence be : 
the. joyous wporsion, of eae of our. happy Cis, 
Rie bag aogeroatcaa Sete cbs 


* Send hah. sii a year pts difinguithed: for. 
the, Sifts, of Providence, and for our; sunthankful,.. 
nels, and difobedience, to,human and Diyineautho-, 
rity, has been fruitful i in, new and Bs Ar 
God has ina? a bir of infurreghion anda ree 


monvealth. i a 1 gortedien, “from him,. it. is, a. 
righteous, teftimony. « of. his, holy, difpleature, 5:23, 
proceeding from_man, p perhaps. an, oppefition fey, 
government, and, awar againft the., community 
_ bghe, dei m_more wanton and, —_ 


34 ‘Ainos, i ill. 6. 
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The objeas fought after, in thefe tu ha 
been of the moft faulty kind. One a owed en 
was to compel the Lesidanats Aaa an-emiflion of 
a paper currency, to be a. tender in Lym¢ * 
all public and private. contracts. “Amealure wholly, = 
prepofterous, when the public ought to be a 
charging their old obligations, and not con mitra 
a new: debt. by. borrowing money by an emif 
of paper ;.a meafure totally unjutt,, and as. a 
jmpolitic as to -adminifter opiates to cure 7 lethar- 5 
gy- The faultinefs of fuch violent attempts arofe.. 
alfo. from the utter, impoflibility in, the prefent _ 
ftate of our affairs, that the Legiflature could. 
make a:promife upon their paper and. keep» its: 
that is, they could never. honeftly redeem, the., 
money, by faving it froma rapid.depreciation, and. 
making: pundual payment... Such a meafure then, . 
would have been a grofs, violation: of. commuta- 
tive juftice, the unwavering, ebfervance: of which, 
is enjoined upon all bodies of men.under. all pofli-i» 
ble seapeet-ances. To endeavour by hoftility to 
compel the Legiflature into a meafure, which they _ 
wifely thought impolitic, and knew ‘ene palpably 
unjutt,, was ‘an high | handed ‘offence, and clearly 
proves, “that multitudes. “were under the clouds — 
of God's anger,and were fadly forfalen of reftrain- 
ing grace, Bur 
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Bor iHledetign was filled with other: mifchiefs. 


Ij is to wreft from the Legiflature the power of | 


governing ; ; from the tribunals of law the power 
of dectecing j jullice ; and from the Executive, the 
effential prerogative of carrying into effe@ the © 
laws of the’ Commonwealth. “Thus were our 
foundations to have been deftroyed. “The declar- 
ed‘intentions of the male-contents, and what they 
attempted by'levying an impious war upon their 
cc Y; was to arreft thearm of government, and 
eize tl tic rule into their” 


ous conttitt ‘effential forms; and 
thus'to break: down the battiers of our rights, and. 
overwhelm this great "maa in dreary confufion 
and! irfetrievablé ruini’ Whocver has ‘been ac- 
quainted with ‘their complaints and their claims, 
and has been the witnefs. of their proceedings, , 


will confider this, asa charitable repeaeoaiaat of 


their views and ae: . Fieri sie 


(i Bdoirh gel nictbiess | 
Burssep be the Lord God of our falvation, that 


in ‘the midi ‘of our unworthinefs and provoca- : 


tions, he has interpofed and faved ug from the 


AGB os 


fword of t the oppreflor, and the violence of wicked . 


men, + Ardent _ thankfgivings are this day, due to 


c La pee: 
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of our’ glori- | f 
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the Father of mercies, That in the feafon | of alarm- 
ing dangers, he raifed up an adminiftration of go- 
vernment, who, in the faithful page of hiftory, 

will be celebrated for their wifdom, their modera- 
tion and integay, : 


: 
a Be eee: 

“DB gkes sgh re oe Abe S122 
vg 


AFTER ming diitrageous aa ridatoliabhe (ex- 
ceffes had prevailed, ‘in feveral parts of thé State, 
andthe lives and eftates of their guilty authors were 
forfeited to their country, out Chief Magiftrate, 
at the requeft of the Legiflature; offered a free and 
fall pardon to all the promoters and abettors of 
thofe feditious tumulis.. Through an infatuated 
obduracy,that pardon was fcornfully rejected, even 
under the cleareft light and evidence exhibited to 
them, that their complaints weré groundlefs, and 
that the government had been adminiftered with 
great integrity. Former violences were renewed, 
the criminal demands of the infurgents increafed, 
and the exiftence of the Commonwealth, was put 
to the hazard. When unmixed mercy could ‘not 
reclaim but raifed to higher excefles the refiftance 
‘Of the offenders,authority affumed a a more ‘firm and 
decifive tone, and raifed ‘a military force to. repel 
their violence. Yet gteat § was the forbearance and 
compaffion of government in all their exertions 
to fupprefs the paaimau’ ‘Forgiveness was ftill ex- 

- ve tenged, 


{48 J 

“Rerided to tile body” of the rebels, the leaders only 
“Were left’ to the juftice of the law, and even with 
“the leaders ‘much lenity was ufed ‘by proffering 
“terms of pardon to ‘many of them: ‘The fteps of 
our civil adminiftration were'the marks ‘6f their 
jafice and humanity: The wifdom and decifion 
of the Council, demand our admiration, and grati- 
“tude : ; the meafures of our Chief Magiftrate: all de- 
_noted the firmnefs of his {pirit, his regard for our 
vlaws, his inflexible. adherence to the principles of 
ihe conftitution, and. his unthakeri. determination 
_ }to protec his countiy, and'reprefs the violence of 
rane ‘men: His conduc was ‘equally diftin- 
eguithed for benignity and moderation, ‘that aver- 
‘fion from bloodfhed and that ardent with to reco- 
ver and preferve offenders,which is a fhining part 
ofthe chara@er ofa good man and 4 chriftian ma- 
-giftrate: He hath fhewed himfelf she'Fatuer arid 
‘Friewp. of his country, The ae of God for good 

“to bis people: ial ORBEA 


Tuat worthy perfonage who adted under his 
immediate eS in 2 fupprefling ap Public com: 

“Rors,and evinced how much ke deferves the appel- 
ation o of the CarisTIan Hero. The officers and 
-™Ten employed i in this important and unwelcome 
' fervice, 
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fervice,.by their firm, temperate : and wife conduét, 
difcovered that ¢ excellent fpirit which ought ever 
to reign in the bofoms of free citizens. Ye au- 
thors and leaders of thefe happy operations, if we 
forget your fervices, let our right hand forget its 
cunning. “Thou country thus faved of the Lord 
ftom the horns of the unicorn, if we do not remem- 
ber thee above our. chief joy, let our tongue vera 
to the roof of our saan te 


‘furones of judgement are eftablithed, and the 
feat. of violence is driven from us : and by the un- 
interrupted execution of our wholefome laws, we 
may fit quietly under our own vines and under our 
own fig-trees. And we “may gladly hope, that 
without connivance ‘from ‘men of inf fuente, thefe’ 
feeds of fedition will e’er kc ‘totally eradieat- | 
ed from ovr ‘republic. “The methods of Provi- 
dence in prote@ting the Commonwealth and facs” 
ceeding the meafures of government, merit parti< 


cular notice and unfeigned gratitude. ‘The finger. 
of God has been’ confpicuous in directing and prot 
pering our public counfels. Operations” diated ’ 
by wifdom and moderation,have been fuctecdedby , 
remarkable interpofitions of Heaven. ~The hearts ; 
of thofe in rebellion melted like wax, and they 
Ger. could 
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‘could perform no part of their enterprize ; ; and 


the meatfures of adminiftration were crowned with 
the wifhed for fuccefs. 


May the author of all effectual saitamcis atects 
the minds of deluded, citizens with a conviction of 
fig criminality of their conduct, and of the. evident 
hand of God, which was lifted up againtt. them. 
It is ‘but juttice to obferve, that the meafures of 
government, have been confor mable to the fy ftem 
of aie s govespment.« over a finful world. . -Metcy 
ly: profiered and when defpifed, has. 
= folloy ed by 2 a mixture of j judgement and mer- 
— Becaufe the Lord. loved his people, she hath 

inclined the hearts. of their rulers into fuch a prof. 

" perous and falutary adminiftration. ‘To regard 

thefe Jon, fteps of Providence, and purfiie a fimilar 

fyftem of adminiftration, can {carcely, fail,to re- 


cover us from our confufions, and éftablifh_our 
publictranguility. But inattention to the finger 
of God, and an abufe of his healing mercies, the 
continuance of our rebellions and refifiance of his 
civil ordinance,will provoke hitn to empty us. from 
vellel to vetlel, and for the iniquities of our land, many 
will be the rulers thereof : unftable as water we fhall 
mot excel. But if confcious of pat ingratitude 
and abufe of bleflings, we will turn unto him by 

fepentance 
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repentance and works of righteoufnets, will {peak 
the truth one to another and love as brethren ; if 
our rulers will go before us in the duties of prayer, 
faith and obedience, {ubmiffion to Chrift, and re- 
fpeét to his do&rines and infiitutions ; if they will 
love the people and confult their intereft. by inte- 
grity and goodnefs, fiudy rather to do them good 
than to gratify their idle humours ; ; ifthey will 
meafyre their adminiltrations by the line of truth 
and honeity, ‘although thoufands ‘frown ; ; if they 
will be temperate and. induftrious in their work, 
will punifh the wicked and protect obedient fub- 
jects, -and Phas fet the Lord. alway before their 
face, then fhall their reputation flourifh and their 
authority prove an unfpeakable blefling to the 
people : * God fall fill Zion with judgement and 
righteoufnefi, and wifdom and knowledge: fhall be the 
frability of our times and farength of falvation : And 
thé fear of the Lord fhall be our treofitres ao Grd he oath 
lift us high among the nations. © 


The time calls me to a conchufion, j in uitabe 
addreffes. : ; : 


Our firkt attention is due to our worthy Chief 
Magiftrate, called by God ane his country to the 
chair of government. 

May 


* Tfaiah xxxiii. 5, 6 


! 1d Grd gelled 5c you a eminent ufeful- 
nefs: among his people.) May divine: prefervation 
and illumination accompany your adminiftrations, 


thatyou'may continue to act worthily: for Chritt 
our King,” we be’ accepted of the ‘thultitude. of 
qthat ‘diffefive lové fa 


vourtelf3 in rate | of dange 
ufurpation, and ° Sie rte 2 


Ss at 


‘of your country, ‘fall ‘animate you, to purfue the 


: happinefs of the cothinunity, by fupporting the 


“@ignity of civif'authority, the prerogatives and in- 


“dependence “of the Supreme Executive, and the 


' other branches of adminifiration ; by making law 
terrible to all invaders and ufurpers of the powers 
a Tis of 
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of government; and by drawing a line: of diftinc.. 
tion between faithful fabjeés, and thofe who may 
be fo loft to virtue, as ‘to difturb the public peace, 
and affail the property, the liberties aaa-the lives 
of their fellow-citizens. >" sent _ LoD 

“Warn OR . apticiasunins we eh your 
Excellency God’s minifter for good, bearing the 
{word of the State, notas‘a terror to good works, 
but to the evil. Our eye with delight marks your 
path; while you lead us your ‘children into the 
duties of relative ard Chriftian life,’ and by your 
exatnple teach us; that felf-denial, frugality and 
induftry, . fo effential. to the happinefs of a free 
people. From your Excellency,will our Legiflature 
expect advice in thofe meafures; which ‘may main- 
tain inviolate the principles of our civil conftitution 
againft every: fpecies of. encroachment ; 3 how the 
public good is to be purfued, honefty and integrity, 
diligence and application encouraged,, and difli- 
pation:driven from the State ; how the laws of 
juftice may be effectually vindicated, and the feat 
of fraud'and oppreflion,’ be removed far from:us. 
Our ‘expectations are from your Excellency, That 
liberty {hall be maintained by law, andiall fubjects 
be fecure in their poffeffions ; that: public faith, 
and ‘national credit and’ leased be papenass 


preferved. 
May 


ae 
is 
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| May the inftitutions of literature flourifh under ~ 
your friendly. patronage ; efpecially may that 
illuftrious univerfity to which the public is fo much 
indebted for laying: the foundation of fcience in 
your Excellency, and qualifying you for fuch ex-) 
tenfive fervices in this, and through the United 
Statés,’be the object of your peculiar care, and by 


your powerful influence be proteééd ° <e - * 


o> ade rights and immunities, ~~ 


We bias pidhigartnels of the aiasaibil Parent, 
that by affording you his prefence and grace, he 
will’ thew, . hat becaufe he. loved. his people, he 


hath therefore ‘appointed you to rule over them. 
From your Excellency, the interefts of piety and’ 
the Chriftian religion, juftly expect continual aid 
and friendly countenance. May the Angel of the 
Divine prefence, enlighten and beaucify the paths © 
of your adminiftration. In your days, religion, ~ 
truth and peace dwell on the earth, and after you ; 
have ferved your generation by the will of God, : 
may you receive the rewards of your fidelity, from ~ 
the approbation of your Judge» May you here ; 
enjoy a portion, better than many fons, and late 


be welcomed to the prefence of your Divine Savi- 
our and Judge, and from him obtain that Crown 
of glory which fadeth not away. : 


Our 
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O6R refpedts are now due. to ) the Gentlemen 
awho compofe the Honourable the Senate, and thé 
Honourable the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 


MY? so eo et 
& athers of our countrys and Elders of our tribes, P 

. YOU are this day conftituted by Jefus. Chritt, 
the ordinance of God, for the good of his church, 
andthe welfare of this Commonwealth. The oathof 
God is upon you, to.maintain the laws of the State, 
and the facred principles of our excellent conftitu- 
tion: A conftitution.which wifdom will. approves 
as the national bulwark of our independence and fo- 
yereignty, the effectual protection of good citizens, 
the fecurity of freedom, property and life, and our 


defence againft the rude encroachments of anarchy 


and defpotifm. You have. this day declared 7m 
belief of the Chriftian religion, Integrity in 


profeflion will lead you to prize our conftitution 


the more, , fince i it is fo friendly to morality, and 
the Chriftian faith. You have bound sf doom in 
in the diicharge of your office, to promote the 
common good upon gofpel principles ; ; by cultivai- 
ing in your temper, and prattice,t hofe benevolent 
graces of Chriftianity, which will enable you to 
rule, with reputation to yourfelves, and advantage 
to the people. You have pledged yourfelves to 
honor Chrift’s inftitutions, to protect his fervants, 
to difcountenance all contempt Of the doctrines 

and 
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Biieasims, of his holy faith. Thus from the 
manner of your: inauguration, we may expects: 
that you be nurfing Fathers to the Church. | It 
becomes a minifter of that Church, (and will there- 
fore be acceptable to you) to ir up your pure 
minds to ufe the gift that is in you, for the good 
of the people. -You are the Minifters of God; and 
as fuch, accountable at the tribunal of the Son of 
Man, in the great day of dread decifion. Let me 
exhort you as candidates for eternity, to keep in 
mind that folemn day, and as faithful fervants, to 


be habitually” ‘prepared for it. And that through 


Divine grace, you may give ‘up a good account at 
laft, be entreated to regard the eye of God, which 
is upon you, and look to him to pardon your un- 
worthinefs, to counfel you by his unerring wifdom, 
and to. quicken you by his truth: That he would 
not take his Holy Spirit from you, but by his 
effectual, influences, guide you into: the ‘Paths of 
uprightnefs. — ‘The feriptures will teach you your 
liablenefs to err; and your defire to be ufeful, will 
excite your applications for that anointing of the 
Holy One, by which you will not err fatally. As 


‘ Rulers, it concerns you to be men of prayer, to 


maintain an intercourfe with Heaven, and an 
humble dependance upon Divine teaching and 
guidance. Do you wifh to be honoured of God 


in date office You muft honour him by fubmit- 
‘ing. 
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ing your adminiftrations to his government, sy 
a refpeé& to his name, his inftitutions and thofe 
eternal laws of righteoufnefs, ordained for the 
careful obfervance of all his rational fubjeéts. 
With you the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wifdom, and to depart from evil. is underftanding.— 
To you as their Fathers, will the people look for 
patterns of moral-and Chriftian duty. You will 
therefore go before them in perfonal, in family 
and public réligion and obedience. Care for the 
State will arm your zeal and fortitude againft 
vicious and immoral practices, to frown upon 
grofs breaches of human and Divine laws. Your 
fervices will be approved of God, and ufeful 
to the community, whenever you fhall pun 
with decifion and impartiality, the Jawlefs 
practices of yicious and difobedient fubjects. 
Through your example and official exertions shall 
thofe virtues of benevolence, integrity, induftry 
and frugality, fo effential toa republican and 
Chriftian community, greatly prevail. And your 
teftimony hall fupprefs the infolence of fraud and 
injuftice, falfhood and perjury,. by \ which the bonds 
of fociety are diffolved. May the oath, of God 
become terrible, and all human. promifes and con- 
tracts be held facred. Punduality i in Rulers to 


their contracts; i is the firft ftep towards 2 general 
ve H -honefty 
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honeity in the State. Their exaimple gives energy 
to laws againft private fraud and injuftige. You 
will feel the bond of that law of your Mafter, to 
owe no man any thing ; but according to the ability 
of the people, to make a pundtual and fatisfactory 


“payment of public debts. You will utterly dif: 


allow all»meafures, which’ may put honeft and 
feeble citizens into the poiver of griping and un: 
principled oppreflors; than fuch meafures, nothing 
is more repugnant to that Gofpel, by which you 


are to be judged. Every indire& method to ex- 


¢ the people from embarraffmenits, i is anew 
ad to fink them in the mire. The Fathers of 


. our tribes will thetefore cultivate public and _pri- 


e faith, and learn us all not to go beyond, or to 
defraud gur neighbour. 


May thé good God influence our honourable 
Legiflature, into a fyftem of adminiftration, which 
fhall defend our Coriftitution, render: venerable 
our laws, protect from violence the feats of fuftice 
and the Throne of Judgement, and by a due 
mixture of mercy and juftice,. allure offenders to 
obedience, or by adequate penalties incapaciate 
them from difturbing the public tranquility. You 
will think nothing too much to encourage a Apirit 
of loyalty and aoeam and to this end you will 

~~ encourage 


effe@ual and Hoeer heatores” out foon taken, o our 
glory and independence will vanith into ir. 
treated ‘Fathers, to lay afide limited 


ment, j 

filling up “ties 
conftituting a Cow 
choofe faithful and: 


and obey Sort above m i an 
pyeavine ace 

of independent fent hor covetous: 
practices, men -W cir i — are not » m=), 
barraffed, and. who ‘will not fear to do the thing 
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which is juft, who love the people, and will by 
_perfonal labours and felf-denial, and unwearied 
diligence,purfue their folid and latting advantages, 
and.yet difdain by meannefs and artifice, and by 
facrificing their own judgement, to gain an 
empty popular applaufe. 


A LecistaTure thus conftituted, and what a 
refpecable number of fuch amiable and worthy 
characters do I now behold ; fuch a Legiflature, 


fi fallin the fine, enjoy thebleflings of their country, 


fervi oliticians, fhall fink i in the dirt 
their nitty ignominy Such a -Legiflature 
may hop © to have God with them, to profper the 
vere of their hands. From the faithful difcharge 
of an earthly truft, they fhall in their time and 


_ order, be received to the plaudit of their final 


Judge. Such is the reward which we pray that 


every member of our public adminiftration, in 


the Executive, Legifiative and Judicial department, 
may now deferve, and in future obtain from the 
mouth of him, who fiteth upon the Throne. 


May we all repent, and do. our firft works, 
that God may be in the midft of us. That he may 
fit in the affembly of our Rulers, is the devout’ 


fupplication of all, who hope in his mercy, and 
with well to this ‘Commonwealth. 


BuEssED 


quent fruits hay it appear, that i in very deed 
God has been among us. And when we fhall 
feverally ftand in the great congregation of the 
| affembled univerfe, by, a precious holy life, may 
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